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Sexuality as a Definitive Fabric in Society
One of the most contested social issues in contemporary society is gender and sexuality, as understood by various institutions, organizations, cultures, and individuals. Throughout history, gender and sexuality issues have always been central to human existence and interactions, with various cultures establishing sets of norms that dictate multiple gender and sexuality-based interactions (Stearns, 2017). In a nutshell, sexuality has always been believed to refer to an individual's sexual interests and the capacity to express sexual feelings and experiences. However, in contemporary societies, the term has morphed to encase certain aspects, including biological sex, human anatomy, hormones, genetics, and sexual orientation, including the various ways these are expressed (Stearns, 2017).
The concept of sexuality is subject to numerous external influences, the most common one being the sociocultural influence. In most communities, sociocultural beliefs have significant influence over various social issues, including sexuality, and create social norms then places great importance on maintaining these norms (Sigusch, 2016). These norms for the ‘accepted’ behavior and define what is considered normal within particular societies. Based on such norms, contemporary society has been engaging in fierce discussions over the LGBTQ issue and their place in society. For some, social norms, mostly founded on religious beliefs, strictly condemn the LGBTQ members of society and view their sexuality as unacceptable, sometimes even evil (Stearns, 2017).On the flip side, a faction of society believes the time for the LGBTQ has come and that they have endured enough suffering and ridicule in the past. 

Various publications have been expressed throughout history, a common one being Common Lives, Lesbian Lives, a famous publication of the '90s. This publication's audience is the ordinary citizen in the then American society, with a conservative perception towards the issue of sexuality and sexual orientation (von Ammon et al., 1995). The publication constitutes lesbian writings that describe ordinary lesbians' lives, highlighting their struggle to survive in a highly discriminative society. Additionally, the magazine serves as a forum for discussing how women, when forming social and political relationships, have undergone a tremendous struggle to survive and create a culture for themselves. Therefore, this publication reveals the struggles and discriminatory features characterizing the publication era to solicit for the acknowledgment of diversity and push for social inclusion independent of sexual orientation (von Ammon et al., 1995). 

Similar sentiments are echoed by the Lavender Woman paper, which was published roughly two decades earlier. The publication highlights the challenges women were facing at the times of publication, as presented through lesbian poets and writers (Lornita et al., 1976). These women believed in the power that fellow women had and which could be used to shift society's dynamics in their favor. This publication's audience was women from all ages and walks of life and who needed sensitization to fuel their ‘awakening’ and fight for their rights. It covers the issues of same-sex relationships, particularly lesbianism, attempting to redeem it from the perception of being wrong. Furthermore, it reveals the woes of women living in the era, identifying the challenges they went through, including political persecution and oppression, which were more severe than what men were facing, since theirs affected entire societies, including the elderly and children (Lornita et al., 1976).

Therefore, the issues of gender, sexuality, and sexual orientation have been characterized by our society for decades and have shaped our current perceptions. Though the society is yet to accept the new norm that is LGBTQ, it is clear that this will be the new norm (Stearns, 2017).










































References
Lornita, W., Renee, V., Gabrielle, M. A. Porter, Roberts,J.R.,Inara C., & Live, O. (1976). Lavender Woman, 5(1). doi:10.2307/community.28039127
Sigusch, V. (2016). On cultural transformations of sexuality and gender in recent decades. German medical science: GMS e-journal, 2.
Stearns, P. N. (2017). Sexuality in world history. Taylor & Francis.
von Ammon, J. L.,Inzalaco, L., Coon, J., Paul, D., Kushner, E., Wilson, S., &Brozzo, S. (1995). Common Lives/Lesbian Lives, (56). doi:10.2307/community.28035091

